
Placing Music and Dance at the Core of the Educational Process 

Young Imaginations in the Current Economy  

 While the US is making its slow climb to economic recovery, the arts are frequently still left on the 

periphery of the educational process.  

 Time and again, studies have proven that music and dance can be a determining and positive factor 

in the growth and wellbeing of a child.  In addition to the tangible results of increased mathematics and 

language scores on standardized tests, the arts provide a direct line to the intangible:  creativity, imagina-

tion, self-esteem, and a sense of achievement. It is through the exposure to, and participation in music and 

dance, that children develop a life-long appreciation of the arts.  

 Young Imaginations has been providing programs that integrate music and dance into the core, 

the heart, of the educational process since 1987. It is through our participative programs of multi-

cultural music and dance that we foster the whole child.  It is through the integration with language, his-

tory, and math skills that we strive to achieve our goal- a child who realizes his full potential. 

 In the 2014-15 school year, we reached more than 5,000 local children in grades K-8.  We aim 

to raise $30,000 to provide an integrated curriculum of California standard-based classes of multi-

cultural music and dance to thousands of children across the state. Your tax-deductible donation to 

Young Imaginations can and will make a real difference in the lives of our students.  

 Together we can help our students build toward the future. 

 
Randall K. Wong, DMA 

Administrative Director 

4340 Redwood Highway, F156, San Rafael, CA  94903   Direct:  415-472-7338    Fax:  415-472-0420    www.youngimaginations.org 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

  

 2014-2015 was a big year for Young Imaginations programs. Despite the 

challenges arts agencies and schools face to leverage current funding levels, we 

served approximately 5,000 students within twenty schools  During the summer 

of 2014, Young Imaginations entered its third year of Multicultural Music and 

Dance in Public Schools, a model project addressing inequities in public educa-

tion with major funding by the Marin Community Foundation. Classroom teacher 

assessments showed that the wellbeing of children and their pathways to oppor-

tunity are linked to the skills gained from the multicultural music and dance cur-

riculum and its links to other areas of academic learning. The model project has 

been approved for a fourth year at five schools and will continue to emphasize 

professional development for arts educators and school/community connections 

as essential to successfully providing for the needs of underserved students. 

 We provide students with the opportunity to progress creatively and en-

courage them to take positive risks. Listening and thinking skills are central as 

children gain an understanding and appreciation for diversity, commonalities and 

human values. In addition, the incorporation of the universal language of music 

and dance into the school day provides additional opportunities to all kinds of 

learners to succeed, gain self value and self esteem, and feel safer within their 

learning environments.  

 Thank you to those who have supported Young Imaginations for over 29 

years - we have momentum on our side as we enter our fourth decade serving the 

Greater Bay Area and Northern California. 

  

—Travis Clarke 

    Board President 

4340 Redwood Highway, F156, San Rafael, CA  94903   Direct:  415-472-7338    Fax:  415-472-0420    www.youngimaginations.org 

The mission of Young Imaginations is to improve 

education by placing the arts within the core of the 

educational process.  This is accomplished through 

multicultural music and dance classes for school 

children, professional development for arts special-

ists and classroom teachers, community outreach, 

and development of educational materials. 



TREASURER’S REPORT 

  
 Young Imaginations Revenue and Expense report 

for FY 2014-15 showed a net gain of $10,445, a great turna-

round from the prior year.  The charts show our income and 

expenses by category.  I would also like to give a big thank 

you to all who helped in the late months of the past fiscal 

year.  Continuing our point of reference, over the past eleven 

years YI has raised over $980,000 from foundations and 

grants and over $380,000 from individual donations.  And 

this while other non-profits have incurred debts or have 

ceased to exist altogether.   

 The split between contributed and earned income 

was 49-51% compared to 56-44% last year.  So we see the 

schools are improving at being able to help fund the pro-

grams they would like to have us deliver to them.  This year 

we devoted 82% of expenses to Programs vs. 84% last year.  

This effort allows us to continue with our mission of placing 

the arts at the core of the educational process.     

 As we have noted in the past, reports suggest that it 

will take until 2020 for public school funding to return to the 

levels of 2007-2008.  What we all can never forget is that our 

children are the future of this great country.  The arts have 

been proven to enhance the educational process so we must 

maintain our dedication to excellence for the children of 

Northern California.  All of us at YI express a big thanks to 

all of you who have so generously supported our work over 

these past years and ask that you continue with your wonder-

ful donations.  Do spread the good word amongst your 

friends and colleagues. 

 

—Ron Tarica, Ph.D. 

    Treasurer       

4340 Redwood Highway, F156, San Rafael, CA  94903   Direct:  415-472-7338    Fax:  415-472-0420    www.youngimaginations.org 

Young Imaginations serves the TK-5th grade levels in Marin 

(Mill Valley, Corte Madera, San Rafael, and Novato), Sonoma 

(Rohnert Park), Alameda (Oakland), Siskiyou (McCloud), and 

San Francisco counties. 

 

The San Rafael, Novato, and San Francisco schools form the 

core of the YI mission, as Title I/III schools with over 50% of 

students receiving free/reduced lunch and participating in ELL 

(English Language Learners) programs. 

Earned, 51%

Individual 
donors, 23%

Grants, 26%

Total Revenue: $182,620

Earned Individual donors Grants

Program, 82%

Administration, 
13%

Fundraising, 5%

Total Expenses:  $172,176

Program Administration Fundraising



School Sites 

San Francisco 

Francis Scott Key Elementary 
Marin County 

Bacich Elementary 

Edna Macguire Elementary 

Laurel Dell Elementary 

Loma Verde Elementary 

Neil Cummins Elementary 

Old Mill Elementary 

Park Elementary 

San Pedro Elementary 

Short Elementary 

San Rafael Early Intervention 

St. Rita Preschool 

Strawberry Elementary 

Tamalpais Valley Elementary 

YOUNG IMAGINATIONS       FY 2014/2015 ANNUAL REPORT 

East Bay 

Grand Lake Montessori Preschool 

Sonoma County 

Evergreen 

Rural Schools 

McCloud Preschool 

McCloud Elementary 

McCloud High School 

Sierra High School 

DONATE TODAY! 

For $40 you can support 

10 weeks of music/dance for one student. 

 

It is because of our collective efforts as social  

entrepreneurs that we can make positive changes, 

one step at a time. 

DONATE ONLINE at 

www.youngimaginations.org 
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YOUNG IMAGINATIONS 

Placing the Arts at the Core of the Educational Process 

4340 Redwood Highway 

Suite F156 

San Rafael, CA  94903-2126 

Like Us! 

Join our group! 

Follow @yngimaginations! 


